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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

THIS MONTH: PHIL BRIGANDI ON THE BUILDINGS OF THE PLAZA
The early history of  Orange is 
centered around the Plaza. Some of  
the most historic buildings in town 
stand on the eight corners 
around the square. Join 
Phil Brigandi for a photo 
tour of  the square, 
highlighting not only the 
existing buildings on the corners 
(built between 1888 and 1928) 
but some of  the earlier buildings 
that once stood ‘round the Plaza. 

Their stories tell us much about the 
history of  our downtown.
 

Phil Brigandi has been 
researching and writing the 
history of  Orange since 1975. 
A native son, and a graduate 
of  Orange High School, he 

is the author of  two dozen books 
and hundreds of  articles on the 
history of  Orange, Riverside, and 
San Diego counties.

Stan Vosburg’s  “The Spider and the Fly”(Continued on Page 3)

MAY 24
7PM @

ORANGE 
LIBRARY

Our incredible Program Committee, 
over the years, has been able to bring 

the Orange Historical Society a wide array 
of  extraordinary programs and unforgettable 

conversations about our local history. Our broad range of  
programs always capture the spirit of  Orange’s past.  In 
March our program showcased Stan Vosburg an award-
winning artist and Orange resident who described how he 
creates his historically accurate aviation artwork. You may 
have seen one of  his works, “Impressing the Night Shift”, 

during the Laguna Beach 
Pageant of  the Masters’ 
1999 millennium season. 

Our audience was 
fascinated to hear Stan tell 
about his lifelong career 
as both a professional 

artist and as an aerospace engineer.  He shared with us his 
passion for aviation paintings that depict the interaction of  
people, in everyday life, with the aircraft that were built and 
flown in California during World War II. The highlight, 
of  course, was the story about his painting set in Orange 
called “The Spider and the Fly.” 

“Our broad range 
of  programs always 
capture the spirit of  
Orange’s past.”



During the war years (1941-1945) a number of  Orange 
residents took advantage of  the ramp-up in wartime 
manufacturing to apply for work with Douglas Aircraft 
Company doing business locally first in Santa Monica, 
then in Long Beach, Torrance and El Segundo, California.  
By war’s end they also had facilities running in Tulsa and 
Midwest City, Oklahoma and a facility in Chicago, Illinois.  
All these Douglas plants combined to employ some 
160,000 workers during those trying years.  My father was 
among these. He worked at both the Santa Monica and the 
Long Beach plants during the war.  

His job? He told me he was a jig and fixture man.  With dad’s 
help (and 160,000 others) Douglas during the war was able 
to produce some 30,000 aircraft!   In fact, Douglas ranked 
fifth among United States corporations in the value of  

wartime production contracts.  Its Santa Monica facility 
was so large that the mail girls used rollerskates to deliver 
intracompany mail, so I read.  What happened after the 
war? Massive layoffs numbering 100,000. My father was 
also one of  these. Though he had an opportunity after 
some time to go back to work for Douglas, by that time 
he had a growing family and liked the stability of  a regular 
paycheck without layoffs and so switched occupations 
to the burgeoning auto industry working first as a shop 
foreman at a machine shop in Santa Ana, then later as 
an auto parts salesman. Douglas Aircraft was founded 
in 1921 by Donald Wills Douglas Sr.  Then in 1967 
underwent a merger to form McDonnell-Douglas which 
would later merge again.    This time with Boeing.   That 
was in 1997.  Just a little wartime trivia affecting the lives 
of  not a few citizens of  our fair city and surrounding 
communities as well back in the 1940s.

Under the Orange Peel
Rev. Nathan Riley

A Special 
Thanks!

Want More 
Orange History?

Follow the 
Orange Community Historical Society 

FACEBOOK Page 
to View and Share 

Photos, Facts, and Stories 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 5, 2018 
Tustin Area Historical Society’s 

22nd Annual Shake, Rattle, and Stroll 
Old Town Tustin Home and Garden Tour

Saturday, May 5, 2018   9:30am-3pm  $25/person
Presale Tickets: Tustin Area Museum & Mrs. B’s Consignments

Same Day Tickets: Tustin Presbyterian Church

May 24, 2018 
7:00 pm at Orange Public Library

Program: Phil Brigandi on the 
Historical Buildings of  the Plaza

July 26, 2018 
6:00 pm at Park Plaza

Program: Paul Clark talking about putting 
downtown on the National Historical Register

September 27, 2018 
7:00 pm at Orange Public Library

Program: Kris Olson on the architectural 
history of  Chapman University 

November 15, 2018 
7:00 pm at Orange Public Library

January 24, 2019 
6:00pm at TBD 

President - Jane Owens
        towens46@aol.com  (714) 281-1336

Vice President, A/V,  Programs - Lyle Drinkgern
       drinkgern@sbcglobal.net (714) 767-8549

Treasurer - Bill Utter
       bill.utter@hotmail.com  (714) 998-7428

Secretary - Roger Fitschen
        fitschen@roadrunner.com (714) 628-9902

Membership - Jan Drinkgern
       drinkgern@sbcglobal.net (714) 767-8526

Sales - Katie Schroeder
       katie@schroederstudio.com (714) 742-9375

Oral History - Lizeth Ramirez
       lramirez@cityoforange.org (714) 288-7465

Newsletter - Tom Heffernan
       tomheff12@gmail.com  (949) 873-3779
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The backdrop was spring 1945, when Orange was still the same sleepy town it had 
been throughout World War II. The conflict in Europe was over, but victory in the 
Pacific was months away. Three years of  war had brought many hardships and trials 
to our quiet hometown. Yet, much of  daily life went on as always. The painting 
showed children blasting fly balls in the street between the neighbors’ cars, trying to 
squeeze in one more inning before sunset. The air was filled with the roar of  new 
and exotic military aircraft. Suddenly, a shiny black airplane rocketed through the sky. 
The Northrop P-61, the Black Widow. It was an immensely big, powerful, brutish-
looking fighter designed to prey on enemy night intruders. The children, playing 
ball below on Orange Street for the first time seeing it fly over their neighborhood, 
would not forget the sight of  this amazing airplane. 

You are again invited to join us on May 24th to hear Phil Brigandi speak about our 
OCHS President Jane Owens

A SPECIAL 
THANKS!

(Continued from Page 1)

much-loved Plaza Square and the buildings that sit on its eight corners. This will be an ideal program for guests 
and long-time members alike who are interested in learning how the Plaza played a vital role in establishing 
our community. 

HAVE YOU NOTICED OUR NEW LOOK?
We would especially like to thank JERRY EGGERS for creating our new newsletter 
masthead and TOM HEFFERNAN for updating our newsletter design.

A Special 
Thanks!



Orange Community Historical Society Members enjoy: programs and newsletters, opportunities to support and contribute
to the preservation of Orange history, contact with members of the community knowledgeable about Orange history,

and discounts on OCHS merchandise.

Our Mission
The mission of OCHS is to commemorate the 
rich heritage of our community. Our purpose is to 
collect photographs, written materials and related 
ephemera, promote research, events, activities 
and programs celebrating Orange history, and  
sponsor local history endeavors. We remain self-
supporting through memberships, donation 

bequests and special projects.
We welcome everyone. 

 
LOCAL HISTORY QUESTIONS?

(714) 288-2465 | history@cityoforange.org
Check out the Orange Public Library’s

Local History and 24/7 Reference Service
www.cityoforange.org/library

The City of Orange website provides a brief history 
of Orange, as well as demographics and contact 

information for schools, businesses and
organizations in the area.

ORANGE HISTORIC AFGHANS
Red & White or Green & White Afgans:
$45.00 with Membership, $55 without

Contact Katie Schroeder: (714) 742-9375

If undeliverable please return to:
ORANGE TRIBUNE

Orange Community Historical Society
P.O. Box 5484

Orange, CA 92863-5484

OCHS MEMBERSHIP 
Application for Membership Year 2018 (Membership Year covers January-December)

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________ State ________ Zip Code __________

Phone __________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Please return application and check to:
Orange Community Historical Society

P.O. Box 5484, Orange, CA 92863-5484

OCHS is a 501(c)(3) organization, ID #33-0416234.
Contributions are tax deductible to
the fullest extent permitted by law.

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
(check one)

         NEW                      RENEWAL

Individual - $20.00

Family - $25.00

Life - $300.00

Business/Organization - $100.00

Donation - $_________


